
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
January 2016 Newsletter 
 
The beginning of yet another year is here and so much 

has happened since the last newsletter!   The Thamsanqa 

Tinker Tots ECD Centre is up and running and the Under 

The Tree ECD Project is making waves in the informal 

settlements of Motherwell and our chests are swelling 

with pride and joy for these two Projects and our older 

projects that are making a huge difference to so many 

lives in Motherwell. 

So much to tell you, so let’s start.  

 

Our Goal 

The main aim of our services is to protect, develop 

and promote the well-being of children, families and 

communities in Motherwell and surrounding areas 

as well as the informal settlements.   

 

Our service delivery system follows the integrated 

model including prevention, early intervention, 

statutory, continuum of care and after care services.   

We follow a holistic, integrated lifecycle and 

systems approach.  We endeavor to empower 

children, families and communities.  Our 

programme entails social work services, family 

preservation, family re-unifciation, livelihood 

Programmes and community development. 

 

We are at the forefront in Motherwell caring for 

their greatest asset, their children and families.  Our 

efforts to care for children on a very high level, 

continue incessantly.  Our community-based 

Asibavikele, Life-coaching Programmes, Ubabalo 

Soccer Programme, two ECD Programmes, Life 

Skills and Parenting Courses are services based on 

community needs. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone that partnered with us in 

the past years.  We value your support more 

than you will ever know.  

 

 
  

Thamsanqa Times 
 



The Social Work Services  

 

Above:  Sarah Mangezi and Tia Wessels  

  

Above: Simphiwe Gotyana, Siyabonga Mzanywa & 

Phumlani Qashani 

During the past two years all three men have completed 

and passed their social auxiliary work studies.  Well done 

to them! 

The already high workload is steadily increasing and we 

desperately need another social worker at the office, 

especially since Tia Wessels is Director, supervisor, 

community social worker and visionary. 

The social work staff is doing home visits, court 

placements, review reports and much more.    

The Asibavikele Community Volunteers 

The Asibavikele volunteers are still going strong.  18 

volunteers are at the moment serving as eyes and ears for 

the social work staff, identifying children in need.   

The volunteers do not only identify abused, abandoned, 

HIV-infected children and families in need, but play an 

active role in ensuring these children and families receive 

the necessary social work services. 

They assist families to obtain necessary documents like 

birth certificates, death certificates and other important 

documents. 

 

Their services are invaluable to both the clients and the 

social work staff.   

 

The Community volunteers have grown in knowledge, 

understanding and as persons since having joined FRS. 

They undergo regular training and can now speak on 

HIV/Aids, child abuse, parenting and several other topics 

relevant to schools and other community groups. 

 

Sometimes you need to distance yourself to see 

things clearly …. 

 

 



The Thamsanqa United Soccer Outreach 

 

Above:  Photo taken just before a match 

The Thamsanqa United Soccer Outreach Programme is 

still going strong and it is only because of an amazing 

and very devoted coach, Siyabonga Mzanywa. 

 

65 -75 boys in four divisions practice four times a week 

and included in the practices are short life-skills lessons 

incorporated. 

 

 

 

 

The Thamsanqa Tinker Tots ECD Centre 

This once was a dream, an almost impossible dream …. 

to have a fully pledged ECD Centre in Motherwell.  But 

today it is a reality ….. a beautiful Centre is up and 

running and we must give Maasland College & Wilde 

Ganzen, Eva Liewe, Fleur van der Ven, Anneke & Sjaak 

Stultiens, Thijmen van Loenen and everyone else that 

helped to get this building standing a huge thank you!  

Veel dank!!! 

 

At the moment we have 65 children enrolled and really 

cannot take any more children, but daily parents come 

with requests to enroll their children.   One of the biggest 

compliments is when parents tell us that they heard from 

others about the excellent and most loving care provided 

at the Centre. 

  

 

Above:  A photo taken on the opening day        



 

Above: Side front wall – Painted by Fleur and Michael 

It is our heart’s desire to ensure that the teaching 

programme will promote the ultimate development of the 

children in the ECD Centres especially since the 

development of the pre-school child determines so much 

of their future schooling success.   

 

 

Above:  The Monkey classroom when it was just 

completed 

 

Above:  The Lion Classroom 

 

 

Many things in life can wait, but not the child … 

a child cannot wait to eat, or feel, or learn or 

receive love … a child’s name is TODAY, because 

tomorrow is too late …… 



The Under the Tree ECD Programme 

For a very long period Tia and Louise longed to provide 

a life-changing service to the people living in the 

informal settlements of Motherwell.   

 

We dreamed about it, we spoke about it, but we did not 

know where to start.  Until one day during a conversation 

Louise and Tia decided to start an outreach to these 

areas. 

It was going to be a small outreach project to these areas 

……… but Tia does not understand the word small ….. 

for Tia it is all or nothing and soon it was an 

overwhelming concept, but when MAMAS visited and 

decided to come on board, it became a wonderful project 

….. The Under the Tree ECD Programme.  

 

Several community meetings and outreaches were held to 

establish the exact need and how the community felt was 

the best way to address this need. 

 

Above:  Mothers in the informal settlement areas signing 

up for their children to be part of the Project. 

An ECD programme is presented in three informal 

settlements:Endlovini, Hlalani & Power  Line. 104 

children (more are enrolled daily) are being stimulated in 

this programme. The ECD servcices have changed since 

the time that we started in Octber.  

At first the educators walked from shack to shack and 

provided a home-stimulation service to the children, but 

we experienced several problems such as locked shacks, 

mothers and other residents under the influence of 

alcohol and drugs and thus aother solution was found.  

Two dilapidated sink church builings in these areas are 

now utilised to teach the 2-5 year olds.  

The buildings are old, but we are thankful to have a 

shelter in which to do this work. 

 

These children were far behind in their development as 

most of them have not had opportunities to learn to 

colour-in and do basic drawings.  Now they are learning 



to count, write, draw and are provided with a very 

holistic programme toward preparing them for school. 

 

 

 

The Under the Tree Project running in the two 
churches in the informal settlements  

 

 

 



The Thamsanqa Cluster Foster Homes 

This wonderful Programme is and will always be our 

FLAGSHIP PROJECT!   Boasting 4 lovely houses and 1 

Transition Home the Project continues to care for 37 

children.   These children come from very adverse 

circumstances and in the Thamsanqa Homes they 

become whole, strong and get the twinkle in their eye 

back. 

Let us start with the foster-mothers, 5 amazing ladies 

with hearts of gold and who unselfishly give their lives 

for the children. 

  

   

From left to right it is:  Ellen Marufu, Nomathemba 

Siyali, Lulama Sidanga, Cynthia Manona & Sipokazi 

Mtshoyitsho  

The houses were painted and look stunning at the 

moment and each house has a name board.  

House Courage 

 

House Sunshine 

 

The children in these houses are provided with a home 

atmosphere just like it should be in any other home.  

They function like a close-knit family and are closely 

bonded. 

The children’s psychological, physical, emotional, 

spiritual and cognitive development are encouraged, 

monitored and assisted as far as possible. 

 

House Promise 

 



House Destiny 

 

Solar Geyzers were installed 

 

Flip and Ani van der Winden raised funds for solar 

geyzers for the houses and this has cut our electrical bill 

by almost 50%.   

Washing lines were erected and it is wonderful to not 

have washing lines that are falling over all the time.  

 

Two of our veteran boys completed a welding course 

 

 

 



The children often dance at events 

 

 

 

Dancing is not only a medicine for the soul, it also is a 

wonderful tool that binds people together and brings 

great joy.   The children love putting together awesome 

dances that bring joy to many an occasion. 

 

 

Dancing with the feet is one thing …. Dancing 

with the heart quite another 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holiday Programmes for the Thamsanqa children 

Early in December Goldberg and De Villiers spoiled the 

children with a lovely day out and all the children 

received gifts and a lovely costume.   

 

We do not have photos of this lovely day, but all we can 

say is that Deborah and the Goldberg Team has been 

wonderful friends of Thamsanqa.   The children looked 

absolutely gorgeous in their costumes 

The December month is so long and while everyone is 

celebrating our children sit at home bored and with no-

where to go.  Therefore it was wonderful when they were 

spoiled with a second Christmas Party.  The parties were 

so different from each other and far apart and together 

served to give the children a good December.  

 

 

Below:  Grace (Mother Theresa) from Lighthouse 

Church at the Christmas Party.   A big thank you to 

Grace and the lighthouse team   

 

 

School clothes 

Purchasing school clothes is always a big endeavor at the 

beginning of the year and we want to express a special 

thank you to Thamsanqa Netherlands for always bending 

backwards in helping us to provide the children with all 

the needed educational material. 

  

 

Above:  House Promise’s (Ellen’s house) children 

showing off their new uniforms. 

 



Grade 7 Grand School Farewell event 

 

  Can this be our shy boys?   They looked stunning and 

loved posing for this photo.  Their day was special as 

they went out for a meal at a hotel and feeling the 

greatest they have ever felt in their lives! 

Could this be future businessmen in the making?  

Definitely!!! 

The Grade R Graduation 

 

A little girl that once was fighting to survive! 

   

Look at them!!!! 

 

Quite a number of the children are excelling in school. 

3 boys were chosen to attend special lessons for 

swimming at the university. 

 

 



Our volunteers from abroad 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Peter in Holland 

 

A special thank you to Peter and Daphne that hosts all 

our precious friends from abroad with so much love and 

dedication. 

Conclusion 
We are so thankful to every person, company and donor 

for having stood with us in a task bigger than ourselves. 

We give God the glory for the things He has done 

through you and us to change lives!   

We thank you sincerely 

   

Tia Wessels                    &  Louise Fourie   


