
 
 

 
 
 

December 2016 Christmas Edition   
 
Christmas is here and it is a joyous time of the year!    A 

time to reflect and a time to feel thankful and for this 

reason we want to say thank you so much to everyone 

who supported us in time, funds or helping in whichever 

way! 

What we saw this year: 

We saw pain and poverty wrecking lives and we saw 

how our intervention brought life to children that 

were sick, neglected and damaged in many ways.  

One of the many incidents that is as clear as daylight 

in my memory is the difficult removal of 3 little 

girls and how we saw life coming back into their 

eyes.   One of them never smiled and we saw how 

after three weeks with us, she started to dare to 

smile.   With great anticipation we waited for each 

smile, for her to learn to trust.  Another little one, 

Tia calls her Tinktinkie which in Afrikaans means 

“small little one”, came with Aids and we started 

treatment.   After a few days with us she received 

new shoes and drove with all the other children in 

the pickup van to the Thamsanqa Tinker Tots ECD 

Centre.  She loved it.   When after a few weeks she 

saw her mom (who neglected her badly because of 

alcoholism and poverty) during the children’s court 

enquiry, she put her feet wearing her new shoes on 

the table and said “Look mom” and showed her 

shoes to her mom. With that she told her mom of the 

“biggg car she drove in” (which by the way is not 

that big).      She could not stop talking. 

One little boy suffered as his family would burn him 

on purpose making “smileys’ with a lighter on his 

body and laughing about it while they were drunk.  

 

 Thamsanqa Times 



It was eye-opening when just yesterday one of the 

children in our Thamsanqa homes who were 

scheduled to visit family for the holidays came and 

said to us “please, I don’t want to go”. 

This is life at Thamsanqa.  A place where healing 

takes place.  A place where children become 

resilient, where love abounds and YOU, DEAR 

READER, probably received this Newsletter 

because you played some part in who and what 

Thamsanqa is all about! 

We wish you a wonderful Christmas and a most 

blessed 2017.   We appreciate you and your support 

very much.   Happy reading. 

 

Tia and Louise 

 

 

It is always easier to tell someone else 

how to do a job, than to do it yourself! 

 

THE NEW STRUCTURES – UNDER THE TREE 

The Under the Tree Early Childhood Development 

Centre for children 0-5 year old started in October 2015, 

but it has not been plain-sailing the past year. 

The Project started because we were concerned about the 

children in the informal settlement that did not attend 

pre-school or receive any stimulation. 

 

 

At first the Under the Tree Project started as a home-

stimulation project, but soon the need for a centre was 

overwhelmingly clear and Tia and the group started to 

look for a venue. 

The first shack-churches that was found refused to help, 

but at last two shack-churches in the area agreed that we 

could use their facility. 

88 children was divided into four groups and so the 

groups met in the different venues and the small children 

continued to receive home-stimulation. 

 



Below:  Tia and Louise with one of the groups that met 

in the church in the informal settlement. 

 

During one of the site visits Kinderfonds MAMAS 

advised that they would be willing to fund 2 non-

permanent structures.   This was absolutely great news 

and the work toward finding ground and a suitable 

structure started. 

Tia and the Under the Tree educators made numerous 

visits to the Councillor of the area, Mr. Mbuqu, and at 

last a piece of ground was allocated to us. 

But this was not without challenges.   The area allocated 

to us was the nearby dumping site and the trash that had 

to be moved was totally shocking.   Human faeces, 

rubble, dirt, rusted tin, paper, plastic and much more was 

evident of the broken lives, shattered dreams, despair and 

hopelessness felt by the people of the area. 

The cleaning process was not easy. 

  

 

Above:  Grounds ready after a few days of hard work in 

the sun 

On 11 November the container that would serve as the 

kitchen was brought and put in place. 

On 15 November the first structure came and on 17 

November the 2nd structure arrived. 

A place of despair would soon become a place of new 

beginnings, new standards of early childhood education 

and this is a wonderful thing because the child cannot 

wait, the child’s name is today, not tomorrow, it is 

TODAY!!  

  

Above:  The two new structures 

 



Below:   The new wooden structures on the inside 

 

23rd of November marked the opening of the new ECD 

Centre.   2017 is looking so much brighter for the 

children of the Ndlovini, Hlalani and Powerline informal 

settlements. 

 

Above:  The Motherwell court magistrate, Mr Jacquire 

attended the Opening of the new structures 

 

Above:  Of course the children performed, the local 

councillor attended and two representatives of 

Kinderfonds Mamas. 

 

 

Above: Tia, Ntabiseng, Louise and Sylvia Luneta the 

National Representative for Kinderfonds Mamas. 



Under the Tree Graduation for children 
ready to go to Grade R 

Within days after moving into the new structures, the 

first graduation ceremony was held.    

 

It was a beautiful event and Tia was the proudest MAMA 

around.  

 

 

Today is a good time to start something 

big –yesterday is gone and tomorrow may 

never come…  

 

MISSION AND VISION FOR OUR ECD CENTRES 

 

 

Time spent with a child is never wasted – 

they just by accident called it PLAY – it 

really should be called BUILD 

 



Thamsanga Tinker Tots ECD Centre 

So much happened on the Thamsanqa Tinker Tots front. 

One of the happiest moments here was the beautiful 

flowers that was drawn onto the walls of the Centre by 

visiting Dutch volunteers – Eva, Anouk and Puk, thank 

you girls, it still makes us happy just to look at. 

  

 

 

 

It’s easier to remember your own hardship 

than it is to remember that others may be 

experiencing very similar challenges!     

 

Thamsanga Tinker Tots’ first concert 

 

 

The parents loved the evening and it was good for the 

children, their development and confidence.  Thank you 

to everyone to contributed to making this a lovely event. 

 

Don’t give up now ….  do it again, just 

differently …  

 

 



Thamsanqa Tinker Tots Graduation 

The first graduation event was held and just like with the 

first concert, we realized afterward that we can still 

improve, but we did it and it can only go better the next 

time round. 

The children looked absolutely stunning!!! 

 

Above:  The children in their graduation outfits 

 

Above:   Girls in their white, stunning outfits! 

 

 

 

    

Above:  The Educators, principal and Director 

 

TTT Educators rewarded for excellent work 

During the Early Inspiration Training Centre’s 

award evening, Larisa Fourie, principal of TTT 

received an award for MOST DEDICATED 

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR and Babalwa Pasiya 

received an award for MOST IMPROVED 

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR. 

We are very proud of all the educators who have 

been doing an excellent job the past year.  Their 

dedication, trust-worthiness, faithfulness and hard 

work is much appreciated.   



 

 

 

Santa Shoe Box – an incredible venture 

Mfundokazi, the representative from Santa Shoebox, did 

an excellent job in handing the gifts to the children in the 

three different projects.     

(Below:  Under the Tree)     

 

The gifts contain a toothbrush and paste, soap, a piece of 

clothing, something toward school stationery and a small 

toy. 

 

 

Below: Thamsanqa Tinker Tots receiving Christmas gifts 

 

 

The Thamsanqa Cluster Foster Homes 
Scheme 

This is not a Project, this is not an Institution, this is not 

just a second best for children, NO!   This is HOME!    

This is a place of BUILDING!   This is a place of 

STARTING AGAIN!   A place of HOPE, a place of 

FUN, a place where children can be children and where 

they know that they BELONG! 

Thank you to every sponsor who have helped us to 

provide this high level of care for the most wonderful 

children in the whole world! 

 

 



 

A special thank you to everyone that has supported us 

and have loved our children. 

This year the children did the following: 

## QUITE A NUMBER OF CHILDREN EXCELLED 

IN SCHOOL 

 

## THEY ENJOYED OUTINGS TO THE SPUR, 

BEACH ETC.    Thank you to Lilo for the spur outings 

and the volunteers who helped with beach outings  

 

## THEY SWAM WITH PASTOR GAVIN …. 

 

## HAD ALL THE SCHOOL CLOTHES THEY 

NEEDED 

 

 

Thank you so much for 

everyone who helped us 

to ensure their education 

can continue!   

We appreciate it so very 

much! 

 

 



We know that the level of care provided is of excellence 

and that the children really are given a chance to live and 

develop, however often we still feel the pain when it 

takes too long before the children get new shoes, or new 

underwear or toiletries needed.   We know that we have 

established a very high academic and emotional growth 

level, but want to improve on the level of providing in 

the older boys’ and girls’ needs. 

We wish to establish a reward system and work system 

whereby the children can determine their own personal 

well-being once they are older than 15 years old.  

Establishing good work ethics and motivating the 

children to reach higher! 

THIS IS THE NEXT LEVEL FOR THAMSANQA.  

Teenage Girl’s dignity packs 

Putco Mafani Consulting and Dream Girls provided 

the teenage girls with beautiful dresses and girls 

dignity packs.  Stunning dignity packs with lovely 

goodies for teenage girls were handed out and 

amongst these packs were washable sanitary pads 

made of toweling for the girls. 

  
 

 

 
 

Christmas Party Dec 2016 

A big thank you to Lighthouse Church and Goldberg 

and De Villiers for the Christmas party.  

 

 

 



 

Above:  Grace from Lighthouse Church 

A Special thank you to Goldberg & De Villiers for 

the lovely ice-creams, shoes and gifts, also for the 

amazing support throughout the year.  

 

 

 

The Thamsanqa Netherland volunteers 

Once again we loved having the volunteers here – each 

one that came brought with them a special flavor and 

made the project stronger and better. 

 

Above: Anouk 

 

 



Above:  Eva 

Above: Sjaak, Anneke & Zowie 

 

 

 

Above and below:  Gerdy (& Fre of course) 

Above: Jessica 

 



Above:  Hilda & Amber 

Above:  Laurentia 

Above: Patricia 

Above:  Puk 

Above:  Tirza 

Above: Winanda 



 

Above:  Yorick 

To all our wonderful volunteers!   Thank you very much, 

you are amazing!   The flowers that was painted on 

House Promise is just beautiful beyond words! 

  

 
 
“Change the Game Training 
“Change the Game Fundraising Course” by 

Gracefully Consulting. 8 – 10 November Tia and 

Louise attended the fourth Change the Game 

training session. In this course (4 session) we learnt 

much about donor appreciation, how to handle allies 

and non-allies, a fundraising plan and strategy. In 

proposal writing more emphasis should be placed on 

impact. We completed the course and received 

certificates.   Now the challenge is …. to find the 

time to do what we were taught  

Share III Conference 

Every 2nd year Kinderfonds Mamas arrange an 

Information and Idea Sharing Conference for all 

their beneficiary organisations.    Tia and Louise 

attended this Conference and the information and 

ideas shared was incredibly empowering and 

practical.  We hope to bring just a few of those 

wonderful ideas to fruition. 

 

 

Never believe that a few caring people 
cannot change the world, because in fact – 
that is all that ever have  

 

 

THE IMPACT OF OUR SERVICES AT 
PRESENT: 

 302 active social work cases for 2016 – for only 

two social workers and 3 beginner (learner) 

social auxiliary workers – is incredible.  

Especially if anyone knows how much work 

goes into just one family  

 36 children in the Thamsanqa Cluster Foster 

Homes,  

 88 children in the Under the Tree ECD Centre,  



 61 in the Thamsanqa Tinker Tots ECD Centre,  

 64 boys in the Thamsanqa United Soccer 

Outreach and  

 Families and individuals in the community we 

provide care services, food parcels and other 

services.   

 

SERVICES: 

 THE SOCIAL WORK OFFICE 

 THE THAMSANQA CLUSTER FOSTER 
HOMES 

 THE THAMSANQA TINKER TOTS ECD 
CENTRE 

 THE UNDER THE TREE ECD CENTRE 

 THE THAMSANQA UNITED SOCCER 
PROJECT 

 21 COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS – THE 
EARS AND EYES IN THE COMMUNITY 

Below:  Social work staff & Thamsanqa foster mothers 

 

 

Conclusion 

We want to wish you a 

wonderful Christmas!   

 
Thank you to everyone that was part of helping us to do 

the work that we love to do!   Your giving, your standing 

by us, your kindness, your support has strengthened us! 

A special thank you to: 

 Kinderfonds Mamas 

 Thamsanqa Netherlands & all the volunteers 

 Department Social Development 

 DG Murray Trust  

 Corning SA 

 Reatile Gaz 

 Goldberg and De Villiers 

 Lighthouse Church 

 Spar, Bluewater Bay 

 Eagle Ridge Spur 

 Councillor Mbuqu 

 And the many others that gave, cared and shared 

with us. 

 



We thank God Almighty who hears our prayers daily, 

helps us care for each child, has done so much for us and 

has always been faithful.     

A special thank to our Board members for sticking it out 

with us, helping and doing your best to keep us strong 

and meeting all legal requirements.  

We love you all!  

Tia, Louise, Gavin, Larisa and all at Thamsanqa 

 

   

Tia Wessels                    &  Louise Fourie  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the 

LORD, and he will repay him for his deed.  

Proverbs 19:17 

 

 

 


